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This intemational preliminary examination report has been prepared by this Intemational Preliminary manSning Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. O 

This REPORT consists of a total of 3 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

j j This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have 

been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see 

Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheet(s). 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATIO>T REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/AU99/00729 



Basis f the report 



With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
[3c] the international application as originally filed. 



the description, 


pages 




as originally filed. 




pages 




filed with the demand, 




pages 




received on with the letter of 


the claims. 


pages 


> 


as originally filed. 




pages 


? 


as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 




pages 




filed with the demand, 




pages 




received on with the letter of 


the drawings. 


pages 




as originally filed. 




pages 


) 


filed with the demand. 




pages 




received on with the letter of 


the sequence listing part of the description: 




pages 




as originally filed 




pages 




filed with the demand 




pages 


9 


received on with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 
which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 
I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 
and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, was on the basis of the 
sequence listing: 

[ I contained in the international application in written form. 

I I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

[ [ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in con^juter readable form. 

I I The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

intemational application as filed has been furnished. 
I I The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 

been furnished 

4. I I The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig. 

5. This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 



Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70 J 6 and 70.17). 

Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item I and annexed to this report ^ 
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International application No. 
PCT/AU99/00729 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; citations 

and explanations supp rting such statement 

1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims YES 

Claims 1-62 NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims YES 

Claims 1-62 NO 

Industrial applicability (lA) Claims 1-62 YES 

Claims NO 

2- Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

US 5689431 A (RUDOW et al.) 18 November 1997 - Whole document; column 15. lines 35 - 50; 
figures 1,6. RUDOW discloses a player position determining and course management system for a golf 
course, including a "play time" display feature that gives the course manager or administrator critical 
speed-of-play information for improving efficiency of course utilisation. 

US 5685786 A (DUDLEY) 11 November 1997 - Whole document; column 1, line 61 - column 5. line 9; 
column 12, lines 26 - 49. DUDLEY discloses a passive golf information system that can be used to send 
speed-of-play messages. 

US 5086390 A (MATTHEWS) 4 February 1992 - Whole document. MATTHEWS discloses a system 
for monitoring the speed of play of a golfer. When a golfer causes a slow play indication, the tracking 
centre is notified and the slow golfer is asked to increase the rate of play or leave the golf course. 

US 4303243 A (WOLFE) 1 December 1981 - Whole document. WOLFE discloses a method of timing 
the play of golfers on a golf course having a plurality of holes. Each timer includes an assigned mark for 
each group of golfers which moves relative to a timing indicator for indicating the speed of play of each 
group of golfers between each timer and the preceding timer. 

NOVELTY (N), INVENTIVE STEP (IS) CLAIMS 1 - 62 

The claims do not appear to be novel or to involve an inventive step in light of any one of these 
documents each of which provides an indication of the time interval between a first group of golfers 
progressing about a golf course and a second group of golfers following the first group. Each document 
has application in golf course management to speed up slow groups of golfers. Prima facie it appears 
that the claimed invention differs from the citations at most in trivial details. — 
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(54) Title: INDICATING THE TIME INTERVAL BETWEEN GROUPS OF GOLFERS 

(57) Abstract 

The time interval between (A) a first group of people 
(e.g. golfers) which is progressing about a (golO course, 
and (B) a second group of people which is following 
the first group, is indicated by an apparatus (40). The 
apparatus (40) includes an actuation means for providing 
actuating signals indicative of the presence of the first and 
the second group, a calculation means responsive to the 
actuating signals to calculate the time interval between the 
actuating signals, and an indicator means for providing the 
second group with an indication of the time interval. An 
application of the apparatus in golf course management is 
to speed up slow group of golfers. 
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Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 
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Category* 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No, 



US 5740077 A (REEVES) 14 April 1998 
Column 6, lines 1 - 23; column 4, lines 4 - 64; figure I 
US 568943 1 A (RUDOW et al.) 18 November 1997 
Whole document; column 15, lines 35 -50; figures 1, 6 
US 5685786 A (DUDLEY) 11 November 1997 

Whole document; column 1, line 61 - column 5, line 9; colunm 12, lines 26 - 49 



1-62 



1 -62 
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earlier application or patent but published on or after "X" 

the international filing date 

document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) 

or which is cited to establish the publication date of "Y" 

another citation or other special reason (as specified) 

document referring to an oral disclosure, use, 

exhibition or other means 

document published prior to the international filing 
date but later than the priority date claimed 



later document published after the international filing date or 
priority date and not in conflict with the application but cited to 
understand the principle or theory underlying the invention 
document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot 
be considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an 
inventive step when the document is taken alone 
document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot 
be considered to involve an inventive step when the document is 
combined with one or more other such documents, such 
combination being obvious to a person skilled in the art 
document member of the same patent family 
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